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PAiscellany. 


For the Christian Herald. 
THE PASTOR’S DAUGHTER. 


Pernars no country ever presents a more charming prospect to 
the man of reflection than is seen in the southern part of New-En- 
gland, towards the close of May, or the beginning of June. Those 
who have ever spent this season of the year in that part of the coun- 
try, need not that I should attempt to describe the loveliness of ma- 
ny of its natural scenes. The traveller is here often seen to stop 
his horse as he arrives at the top of an eminence, and in a kind of 
giddy surprise, throw his eyes around him on the little glens filled 
with the abodes of contentment and peace, and richly stored with the 
choicest gifts. of nature. There is likewise something so exhilarating 
in this scenery, that the heart not frozen by the cares of this life, 
must, at times, warm and throb with gratitude to the author of all | 
mercies. Before such scenes too, will the Christian be raised to that 
world, where every beauty is lasting and perfect. 

It was at such a season of the year, at the close of a pleasant day, 
that I was slowly ascending a high hill, as the clear red sun was set- 
ting with a stillness that would be attending his last adieu. From 
the top of the hill 1 could count the spires of several village churches 
rising among the thick trees; while just under its brow, a most 
beautiful river was smoothly gliding between the luxurious hills 
which stood on either side, till it reached the Sound, with which it 
mingled with a gentle murmur, as if unwilling to be swallowed in ob- 

‘livion. On the banks of the river, below me, stood a pleasant and 
quiet village, which seemed to unite activity with innocence and 
contentment. I rode slowly onward, now admiring the wisdom 
and goodness of God in the grandeur of the distant hills, or now 
gazing at the pencilled floweret, which seemed to wave its fragrant 
head in gratitude, or the little songsters that were pouring forth 
their last evening lays in praise, ere they betook themselves to 
rest. It was now that I had arrived at the house of an aged clergyman, 
where I had engaged to call. A plain, neat house was pointed out as 
the residence of the minister ; and it was not till I had loudly and re- 
peatedly knocked, that the door was opened by the venerable man 
himself. He received me with parental kindness of look, though a 


calm suppression of grief, and a finger placed upon the mouth, gave 
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me to understand that he was now actually weighed down by unwont- 
ed sorrow. ‘* My only child, a daughter,” said the good old man, 
‘**on whom I leaned for support in my old age, is now no more! It 
was this very morning that | was thanking God for the blessing of such 
a child to cheer me during the remainder of my pilgrimage here ; but 
she too is taken away, that my heart may not be too strongly bound to 
earth. She was my all in this world; but she was the Lord's; and 
he to whom I had delivered her in baptism, and to whom she had 
lately given herself, has called her to himself. O, 1 ought not to la- 
ment that which is doubtless her gain; and I know 


. there is a shore 

Of better promise ; and I know at last, 

When the long sabbath of the tomb is past, 

We two shall meet in Christ, to part no more!’”’ 





I was about to inquire into the particulars of his grief, and to offer 
the feeble consolation of earthly sympathy, when | saw the door yard 
filling with a great number of people, who were bringing in the life- 
less corpse of a beautiful girl of about sixteen years old. ‘The vene 
rable minister pointed tothe group as an explanation of his sorrows— 
he covered his face with his handkerchief, but he was refused the 
alleviation of tears. The collection of people consisted of mest of 
the village, who had left their houses on hearing the accident which 
I am relating. ‘The young lady, whose lovely corpse was now placed 
in the entry of the house, in company with a companion, had attempt- 
ed that afternoon to cross the river, on an errand of mercy toa poor 
sick family on the opposite shore. She was the subject of a late re- 
vival of religion, under the labours of her own beloved father, and 
she had now begun to exercise that benevolence, in which the disci- 
ples of Jesus will be engaged for ever. The two young ladies were 
in a little skiff under the direction of a man, who was afterwards dis- 
covered to be somewhat intoxicated. By carelessness or incapacity to 
act, he upset the boat in the deepest part of the river. ‘The man 
and one of the girls saved themselves by clinging to the sides of the 
boat till assistance could arrive ; but the lamented ElizaS was 
separated from the others. The still waters soon wrapt their liquid 
sheets around, and encircled her in their bosom. She 


*¢ Fell into the weeping brook : her clothes spread wide ; 
And mermaid-like awhile they bore her up, 
like a creature native and mdued 
Unto that element ; but long it could not be, 
Till that her garments, heavy with their drink, 
Pulled the poor girl 
To muddy death |” 





She made a few faint struggles, and as if reposing on down, she 
softly sunk, no more to rise. A few bubbles rose and broke on the 
surface of the water, just in time to inform those who had come to 
save, that her immortal spirit had for ever fled. They carried the 
body on shore, where every suggestion of medical aid was exhausted, 
in vain endeavours to recall the cold clay tolife. After the last hope 
of effecting this was over, her remains were brought by the feeling 
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villagers to her father’s house. And it was these remains at which we 
were now gazing. The countenance was still fair and highly intelli- 
gent, and so composed that it seemed almost impossible that the spi- 
rit should not be still stumbering within. We all gathered round, and 
all felt ourselves to be too near the grave not to be silent and so- 
lemn. The aged father leaned upon his cane as he bent over the cold 
form of his child; and though he did not weep, yet every one saw 
his grief was too big for tears. He steadfastly gazed at the beautiful 
face of his Eliza, whom he had so tenderly loved, and who he too well 
knew could never more gladden his heart, or receive his blessing. 
His remembrance of the past, and his anticipation of the future, 
seemed to struggle for ascendency over his feelings. He gazed—and 
though for a time he spake not a word, yet I plainly saw his every tie 
to earth was now severed: and his looks seemed to pray— 


‘* Soon may this fluttering spark of vital flame 
Forsake its languid, melancholy frame ! 

Soon may those eyes their trembling lustre close, 
Welcome the dreamless night of long repose ! 
Soon may this wo worn spirit seek the bourne ! 
Where, lulled to slumber, Grief forgets to mourn! ’ 


The hardy villagers looked upon their pastor as if they would will- 
ingly have taken a share of his grief, had it been possible, into their 
own bosoms; but they were too wise to attempt to offer any audible 
expressions of sympathy, for they well knew that, at a time like this, 
few could do this with profit. The women stifled not their grief, 
but gave vent to their feelings in tears. The youth and children 
poured out, in the fulness of sobbings, the overflowings of their hearts ; 
while the little child stood mute with astonishment, and seemed con- 
scious that he was a witness of sorrow too big for utterance. The 
pastor had now so far exchanged the feelings of a father for those of 
the Christian, as to be able to speak, and inquired for ‘little Mary.” 
“Here !”’ said a little girl of about eight years of age, who had been 
holding him by the skirts of his coat, and weeping as if her heart 
would break ; ‘‘ Here I am! O my dear Miss Eliza—my Miss Eliza!” 
The old man took her little hand within his, and could then mingle his 
tears with her’s After giving vent to his feelings, he spake with a 
calmness that was truly surprising. ‘‘ Let us stop our crying, Mary ! 
we cannot do Eliza any good, and she does not need our tears. She 
sleeps sweetly ; and we should not mourn over her rest.” ‘* Asleep! 
and will she awake again—O will she once more awake ?”’ asked the 
weeping child with great eagerness. ‘‘ She will awake again: at the 
morning of the resurrection she will awake from thissleep. Do you 
remember what she told you last spring ?”’ ‘*‘ What, when she came to 
see my sick mother at the poor-house, and took me home, and told me 
I might live with her, and she would never leave me !—O yes, I re- 
member she told me how that God was a father to good little children, 
and that all good people go to God when they die, and live with the 
angels in Heaven—O she told me this, and | know she has gone there 
—she was too good not to be with God; for she used every day to 
ask me to kneel down with her in her little room, and then she would 
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pray to Jesus Christ for me—she is certainly gone to Heaven. But 
what shall I do without her to teach me my lesson, and to tell me 
about God? O my good, best friend is dead !”’ ‘* Not your best friend, 
my chiid. God is your best friend ; and if you give him your heart, 
he will be your Father, and whenever you die, you will go to him, 
and meet your friend Eliza too. You shall live with me while | live, 
and when I die, there will be one from under my roof to follow me 
to the grave. And you,”’ said he, turning to his affectionate congrega- 
tion, who were almost all, to an individual, standing before him, ‘ you 
will receive my sincere thanks for your kind sympathies in this hour 
of sadness. Though my heartis almost ready to burst with its pangs, 
yet I should be wanting in duty towards you, and towards my Master, 
should this opportunity pass without my urging its improvement. You 
are aware that among all the doubts of hardened men, none have ever 
dared to deny that we are mortal. How often have we all been called 
to stand around the lifeless clay of our friends and neighbours, and as 
we conveyed them to the cold mansions of the dead, how sole-nn has the 
voice come to ourears, ‘ Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye 
think not, the Son of man cometh!’ Who stands before me, whose 
heart has never been troubled with grief at the loss of friends? Where 
is the person who has never been called to weep at the departure of 
those who were dear—the mother whose offspring perished from her 
bosom in the very bud of its existence—the parent—the child—the 
husband—the-wife, have all alike seen the gates of the eternal world 
open, and their friends and neighbours pass out, never to return! We 
all know these warnings ; we know that we must soon follow ; and inly 
can I not persuade you, my friends,to look beyond the verge of the grave, 
and even now begin to lay up treasures in heaven. O do this, for you 
are immortal, and cannot cease to exist. Do this, for you are proba- 
tioners, and must one day die. Do it, for your time is uncertain, and 
you may die soon. When this morning’s sun arose, the corpse that 
is lying beside me, was in the flush of health, and bid fair to sojourn 
here for along time tocome But she is gone, and left us in this 
wilderness world, till a few rolling suns shall see us placed as low as 
herself. You will soon follow your pastor to yonder grave-yard, for 
besides the infirmities of age, I have an assurance within me, that I 
shall have but afew more opportunities to warn you to prepare for 
death. Consider, then, your being, your destiny, your characters, 
your lives, and see whither you are going. Let the voice of my dear 
child reach you as it issues from the shroud, ‘ Unto you, O men! I call, 
and my voice is to the sons of man.’ ”’ 

The good man ceased, for the multitude of feelings and thoughts 
which rushed upon him, choked his utterance. But there was some- 
thing in his calm and heavenly look, in his solemn and trembling 
voice, and in the attending circumstances, that made an impression 
upon his audience never to be effaced. We all were mute as if list- 
enipg to a voice from the world of spirits ; and I presume no one will 
ever be free from impressions there received ; and it is not unlikely 
that the great day of account will exhibit results of that occasion 
which were never imagined on earth. 
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On a cold autumnal day, but a short time since, I visited the grave- 
yard of this village. 1 was alone, and the memory of the past came 
rapidly before me as I saw the neat white marble raised over the 


sleeping dust of Eliza S Her father too was lying beside her, 
for he was right in predicting his labours on earth were almost clos- 
ed. The father and mother were here waiting for the arrival of the 
great decisive day ;—and the daughter was lying between them. 
“They were lovely in their lives and in their deaths were not sepa- 
rated.’ 1 was sad while viewing the simple inscriptions on the stones, 
and not a little affected when I found the following lines on the tomb 
of Eliza, which appeared to have been etched with a penknife by 
her father ere he died. 





Beneath this stone so feebly reared, 
Eliza gently sleeps ; 

Here shall the sighs of grief be heard,— 
For here a father weeps ! 


Here rest Eliza, free from pain, 
And free from mortal care : 
Parent and child will meet again, 
And wiped be every tear ! f. S. 


THOUGHTS ON THE LATE FEVER. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald.: 


WuetTHer the late fever in this city is to be regarded as a judicial 
visitation of Providence, for certain specific sins of the people, or as 
involving nothing different, in this respect, from the ordinary expe- 
rience of mankind, under the Christian dispensation, is a question 
about which there seems to be great diversity of opinion. Many sup- 
pose that this visitation was sent judicially, and not upon the princi- 
ples of the ordinary dispensations of Providence ; and some, who 
occupy the station of public teachers, have ventured not only to pro- 
nounce it a judicial infliction, but to specify the particular sins for 
which it was a punishment. I am not aware what proofs they may 
have advanced in support of this opinion; but their views of the sub- 
ject are attended with difficulties which I apprehend are insurmount- 
able. Some of these I take leave to state, in the hope that the con- 
sideration of them may lead to reflections more correct and more con- 
sistent with revelation and experience. 

[ believe as firmly as any one that all the miseries and afflictions of 
mankind are the fruit of sin; and suppose it entirely proper to say, 
with respect to what are termed judgments, calamities, and so forth, 
that in a general sense they are inflicted in consequence of the sin- 
fulness of men. Many sinful practices are followed by immediate 
affliction, pain or misery, in one form or another ; according to what 
we term their natural tendency. In cases still more numerous, where 
pain and misery are experienced, no extraordinary degrees of wick- 
edness can be alleged to have immediately preceded them ; and in 
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general, it is undoubtedly true, that mankind suffer nothing of affliction 
and misery in this world, in comparison with their guilt and their just 
deserts in the sight of God. 1! suppose that in the administration of 
Providence under the mediatorial government, there is no such rule 
upon this subject, as there was under the Theocracy, when men, hay- 
ing filled the measure of their iniquity, were dealt with judicially, and 
the utter destruction of whole cities and nations was made a type of 
the eternal punishment which is to come upon the wicked in the fu- 
ture world. Without enlarging upon this subject, which is capable 
of a very clear illustration from the Scriptures, I proceed to the prac- 
tical difficulties of the case in hand; assuming that if this fever had 
been sent judicially as a punishment for certain sins, the cause, the 
infliction and the effects, would correspond with the like cases under 
the ancient dispensation, which are referred to, and reasoned from, 
by those who hold the affirmative of this question. 

First, then, it is natural to ask why the fever was sent upon the city . 
the present instead of last year, or year before, since no other great 
calamity occurred in place of it during those years ? Why in 1819, 
and not before, since 1805? Can it be shown that there has within 
two or three vears been an extraordinary increase or aggravation of 
those sins which are alleged as the cause of the visitation ? Is there 
more wickedness and less piety in proportion to the number of inha- 
bitants than formerly ? Did the guilt of last year, added to that of for- 
mer years, fill up the measure of iniquity ? Why then was not the 
place destroyed ? Why, upon the principle supposed, has no general 
calamity fallen upon London for a century past, though the same sins 
which are referred to as the cause here, have, probably, to a far great- 
er extent, prevailed there for a thousand years. 

Secondly. Why did not the calamity or judgment fall wholly or at 
least chiefly upon those most guilty of the sins specified? Why were 
not the chiefs and ringleaders of flagrant immorality punished ? Why 
was there not, as under the Theocracy, a marked and effectual dis- 
crimination between those who feared God and those who feared him 
not? These and many similar questions touching the reasons of the 
administration of Providence in the different cases, demand an answer. 

Thirdly. Why has this calamity been withdrawn and no other taken 
its place, if it was a judicial visitation? Have the alleged causes 
ceased to exist? Have the people at large repented and reformed ? 
Has any shadow of change taken place for the better in this respect? 
On the contrary, is it net notorious, and matter of general remark, that 
every description of immorality and impiety is indulged in since the 
fever with more audacity and greediness than at former periods ? 

Fourthly. Have the effects of this visitation upon the community, or 
upon any portion of it, been answerable to the magnitude of the causes 
alleged? Is it clear that the inhabitants have suffered more by this 
calamity than they would have suffered in the ordinary course of Pro- 
vidence without it? Is it not known and acknowledged, that fewer of 
the inhabitants have been sick during the late season than is common 
when there is no yellow fever; that there have been fewer deaths 
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than is usual in the same period of time, especially in the summer ; 
that other forms of sickness during this fever in a great measure dis- 
appeared ; that the instances of other modes of sickness were compa- 
ratively mild ?—If this was a special judgment sent to punish certain 
sins, where are its effects ? 

Fifthly. If this visitation was a special judgment upon this city, what 
shall we say of hundreds of places in the interior of the country where 
sickness has prevailed much more generally and fatally than here, in 
proportion to the population ? 

I might multiply inquiries of this nature, but it were superfluous. 
But it may be asked, why disturb the common notion upon this sub- 
ject, which if it be erroneous may be supposed to have some salutary 
influences? I answer :— 

1. They are, | apprehend, mistaken, who imagine that any good ef- 
fects result from the common opinion upon this subject. This 
opinion has no doubt some transitory influence upon the fears of the 
sordid, the ignorant, the superstitious, and the impenitent generally, 
of all descriptions ; but it is transitory ; it is mere panic, and when the 
subjects of it have got out of town, or otherwise imagine they have 
escaped the danger, they manifest increased hardness of heart, and 
greater boldness in iniquity. This fear and panic, so far from awak- 
ening men’s minds to a sense of their guilt, and their obnoxiousness 
to endless misery after death, or to a sense of their obligations and 
duties towards God, seems, so far as I know, to affect them rather as 
animals, than as rational and accountable creatures. 

2. If the common opinion upon this subject had some good effects, 
still it is safer and better to inculcate correct than erroneous views of 
this and every other question affecting the doctrines of Revelation, 
the events of Providence, and the duties and religious concerns of 
men. Indulging the current notion, wicked men who escape the ca- 
lamity, are apt to bless themselves for their good fortune, and to ima- 
gine that they are spared for some merit of their own, instead of feel- 
ing that the continuance of their lives, when they are secure, and ap- 
prehend no danger, is as great an instance of Divine forbearance and 
mercy, as when they are filled with fear and consternation ; that there 
is no safety living or dying without repentance and obediencc to the 
Gospel, and that they are held by the enduring bonds of moral obli- 
gation and the laws of God, to answer at the bar of judgment for the 
deeds done in the body, and there to be dealt with judicially, accord- 
ing to their deserts. Here they experience little else but mercy, be- 
ing respited till the day of judgment from the judicial consequences of 
sin. Those mercies and afflictions of this life, which flow in the ordi- 
nary course of things from the apostacy of the species, do not discri- 
minate the evil from the good, and these dispensatiéns, which display 
the Sovereignty of God, are not peculiar to any class of characters, or 
any definable instances or degrees of guilt, or any certain conjuncture 
of outward circumstances. When the period of mercy and forbear- 


ance terminates, retribution will succeed, and the wicked will be ju- 
dicially punished. h. 






















































































































The Mother’s Tears. 


For the Christian Herald. 


THE MOTHER’S TEARS. 
I. 
I saw beside the grassy tomb, 
A little coffin fair ; 
And many gazed, as if the bloom 
Of Eden, withered there. 
Il. 
The little vessel, short and wide, 
Received a sigh from all ; 
For two sweet infants, side by side, 
Were shrouded in one pall. 
Il. 
And now the mother at their head, 
Like marble stood with grief; 
But every pearly tear she shed, 
‘Then seemed to give relief. 
IV. 

She raised the napkin o'er them spread, 
Which hid them from her view ; 
Then bending o’er the coffin’s head, 

She gazed a last adieu. 
.F 
And on their face so cold and fair, 
Impressed the last fond kiss ; 

And often would she then declare— 
‘No grief was e’er like this !”’ 
VI. 

‘** What have I done to anger God ? 

Ob! tell me now I pray :-— 
Why must I bear his heavy rod, 
Or see my infants’ clay ?”’ 
VII. 
I saw the aged pastor weep, 
When closely standing by : 
And long shall mem’ry safely keep 
His answer in reply. 


Vil. 
A shepherd long had sought in vain, 
To call a wandering sheep ; 
#le strove to make its pathway plain, 
Through dangers thick and deep. 


IX. 

But still the wanderer stood aloof— 
And still refused to come ; 

Nor would she ever hear reproof— 

Or turn to seek her home. 


Review.—Thoughis, &c. 


a. 
At last the gentle shepherd took 
Her little lambs from view ! 
The mother turned with anguished look— 
She turned—and followed too! 


REVIEW. 

THouGHts ON THE ANGLICAN anD American-Anoio Crurcues. By 
John Bristed, Counsellor at Law, Author of the Resources of the 
United States of America, §&c. New-York: John P. Haven. Bos- 
ton: Samuel ‘T’. Armstrong. 1822. 8vo. pp. 500. 

(Concluded from page 397.) 


Ir isa fault of some consequence, that the author should have 
avoided all reference ; and also that he should have dispensed, in his 
numerous extracts, with the usual marks of quotation. As reviewers, 
perhaps, we ought not to intimate that the former fault were of any 
consequence to us, but from the latter we felt many times a serious 
inconvenience : for instance ; our hearts were in full and glowing 
sympathy with our author, while reading the eloquent passages in 
pages 327 and 329, instead of Rev. Dr. Mason, to whom the whole is 
fairly attributed, though without the distinct marks which generally 
and properly run through an extract. We must also distinctly make 
a complaint against the arrangement, or rather the nonarrangement, 
of these ‘*‘ Thoughts.”” They are exceedingly interesting ; exceed- 
ingly well worth perusing over and over again ; but after having be- 
come familiar with every page, we feel utterly unable to give any 
regular analysis. The author may have thought, that a work which 
one could never open amiss, and which might as well be read from 
the middle as from the beginning, would be the most interesting and 
useful. We think otherwise. Reviewers have indeed some special 
reasons for desiring regularity of arrangement, and we confess that in 
searching regularly for needtul illustrations, we were at length com- 
pelled to give up in despair. We then determined, more sagaciously, 
to open the book at a venture, and one hour’s labour, at hap-hazard, 
showed us that we had at length got the best clue to all the scattered 
stores of this richly furnished labyrinth. We beg our readers to buy 
the book, and if they:do not justify all our strictures, we feel quite 
sure that they will agree with us that they have obtained one of the 
most characteristic, interesting and efficient works which has lately 
issued from the American press :—a work which may have a dull sale 
in America, but of which a third English edition may arrive in this 
country, while there may be a large pile of this first edition in showy 
array on the shelves of its publisher. 

We are perfectly ready to admit, that a church establishment is 
not at all necessary to preserve a nation from irreligion and heathen- 
ism, or to secure the entire diffusion of Christianity in a nation. If 
the contrary position were correct, our author fairly asks : ‘* How 
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did Christianity gain ground, and maintain itself, during the first three 
centuries of its rise and progress ;—not only without, but in direct 
opposition to the power and force of the state? In the fourth cen- 
tury, Constantine, a mere politician, was some time balancing in his 
own mind, whether he should establish Paganism or Christianity ag 
the state religion ; and finally determined in favour of Christianity, 
because he thought it, on the whole, at that time, to be the stronger 
of the two rival candidates for imperial favour.”’ 

He does not, however, fully express, or evenseem to admit another 
proposition, which, however, finds ample proof in his own pages ; 
viz. that a church establishment, which maintains the main doctrines 
of Christianity, cannot prevent, though it may obstruct their diffusion 
among its own proper subjects. He admits that the leaven of Chris- 
tianity is powerful enough to pervade a lump of heathenism, but seems 
somewhat to doubt its energy when it enters the mass of formal Chris- 
tianity. He glories in the triumph of the Gospel over established pa- 
ganism, but doubts its power to subdue the contempt, and the opposi- 
tion, of its worldly minded friends. We, on the other hand, agreeably 
to our remarks in the last number, believe, that it will work its suc- 
cessful way in acorrupt establishment ; that its triumphs will be even 
more glorious over the dignified enemies of its own household, and 
that in the progress of so grand a victory, it will subserve itself of that 
powerful machinery which has been worked so long and so efficiently 
in the service of the enemy. 

The greater part of our author’s statements casts much darkness, 
we know, over this prospect. Turn, for instance, to the following 
spirited statement : 


** The doors of the Anglican Church establishment are always open for the ad- 
mission of ministers, who are entire strangers to the grace of Christ; devoid of 
Christian knowledge ; lovers of pleasure, more than lovers of God ; profane, car- 
ing for no man’s soul ; companions of the unholy ; making a gain of godliness, 
and entering the state church from the most degrading motives, that they may 
revel and fatten upon its revenues ; while their hearts are radically hostile to the 
sacred function which they assume ; and to the evangelical doctrines of the church, 
which they plunder and disgrace. 

“ Are such ministers calculated to promote piety, and prevent paganism, in a 
nation ? calculated to bring man into a covenant of grace with his offended Ma- 
ker, when they are themselves enemies to God by wicked works? Are the mere, 
careless repetitions of a form of prayer, and the hurried, heartless reading of 
a printed, or a borrowed sermon, to manifest the presence, and call down the 
grace of ‘God, upon the attendants in a parish church? What an awful propor- 
tion of these episcopally ordained clerks still remain in the gall of bitterness, 
and in the bond of iniquity; and go forth to take possession of the church 
benefices and dignities ; procured for them, either by money, in the way of 
purchase and barter, or by family connexions and interest, or by political in- 
fluence and exertion; for what? only to counteract and destroy the benefi- 
cial tendencies of the Gospel, with whose precepts and principles, their whole 
secular lives are at variance; to swell the triumphs of infidel and wicked men; 
and to tread in the foot tracks of that primitive bishop, who, after he had swal- 
lowed the sop, went out and betrayed the Lord of life.”—pp. 258, 259. 


Also : 


“In England, as a necessary consequence of the intimate alliance between 
church and state, the established clergy are, for the most part, trained up to 
their holy vocation, in the same manner as to any secular calling ; and generally 
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live, as laymen do, hunting, shooting, card playing, frequenting theatres, dancing 
at, and conducting, as masters of the ceremonies, balls and assemblies, eating, 
drinking, cursing, swearing, electioneering, and so forth, according to their 
means, ability, and inclination; being distinguished from other mere worldlings, 
only by their exterior apparel, and not always even by that. 

‘* One of these jolly, buekskin, rosy parsons, duly accoutered in jockey cap 
and huating jacket, eagerly asked an elderly Obadiah, whom he met, if he had 
seen the fox, or knew which way he went; ‘ The fox,’ replied honest broadbrim, 
‘is in a place where thou never goest :’ where—where is that? rejoined the cleri- 
cal Nimrod, tell me instantly, that I may find him. To the which old drab-colour 
answered, ‘ in thy study, friend.’ ’’—pp. 374, 375. 


Also : 


“The British government systematically abstains from making evangelical 
bishops ; and formal bishops invariably discountenance and persecute evangeli- 
eal clerks. What proportion do the evangelical bear to the whole clergy in the 
Anglican establishment at this time. In all probability, not two to eleven thousand ; 
mot so many, posilively, as were ejected by Sheldon on the Bartholomew day ; 
and, relatively, much fewer, because then the population of England and Wales 
did not reach four, whereas now it exceeds fwelve millions.” —p. 406. 


Also : 


“ The revivals of religion, which have taken place in England, during the last 
eighty years, are not owing to the establishment. For the national church esta- 
blishment, as such, has always endeavoured, and does now labour, to the full ex- 
tent of its power, to crush all revivals of religion. The treatment which Whit- 
field and Wesley received from the state clergy, and their compulsory separation 
from the national church, is well known. And it is equally notorious, that the 
civil government of England most scrupulously abstains, fo ‘his hour, from promot- 
ing evangelical ministers to the high places of the national church. A certain 
recent appointment to the episcopate does not invalidate this statement; for that 
appointment was carried, altogether, by family influence, against the general sense 
of the cabinet; and in direct opposition to a formidable petition from the assem» 
bled hierarchy, that such a promotion might not be made. 

“ The bishops and high clergy generally, strive to extinguish evangelism in the 
state church, by discouraging the ordination of pious youth, by suspending cu- 
rates, by refusing their countersignatures to presentees, and by discountenancing 
and harassing actual incumbents, if guilty of preaching the Gospel faithfully and 
zealously. Indeed now, the British government and its hierarchy unite in their 
efforts to destroy the evangelicals, more cordially, and more strenuously than has 
been done before, since the reign of the most execrable of the Stuarts.”’—pp. 
63, 64. 


This is sufficiently discouraging. Let us hear, however, what en- 
couragement we can gather from the pages of our author. 


“ Doubtless, there are honourable exceptions to the general rule ; doubtless, 

besides 
‘These whipping clerks, that drive amain, 
Through sermons, services, and dirty roads,’ 

there are in that vast body of established ecclesiastics, many men of great capa- 
city, intense industry, and extensive learning ; and above all, some evangelical 
ministers, who faithfully discharge the high duties of their sacred office ; and may 
the Great Head of the church, not the king of England, nor the archbishop of 
Canterbury, nor the whole hierarchy in the house of Lords assembled, nor the 
cabinet ministry, seeing that they all seem bent upon any thing, rather than the 
promotion of evangelsim, but the Lord Jesus Christ, in the benignity of his Al- 
mighty providence, augment the number of those faithful pastors, that his flock 
may be fed, and nourished, and enlarged.” —p. 375. 


Also: 


“ But so long as formalism infests the church, and substitutes hebdomadal essays 
of celd, diluted, semipagan, unsanctioned ethics, and a full reliance upon external 
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order, forms, ceremonies, and rites, in the place of the essential doctrines of the 
cross, and earnest, faithful, pastoral visitation ; so long will she continue to lan- 
guish, and decline, and fall fearfully below the level of other Christian denomi- 
nations. The only possible method of restoring her vitatity, strength and beauty, 
is to bring her back to the great standards of the Reformation ; to cause her cler- 
gy to tread in the footsteps of Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Jewel, and of their 
faitntul followers and successors, Hall, Hopkins, Pearson, Usher, Beveridge, 
and a thousand other bright and burning lights, whose labours illumined the 
church, and gladdened the hearts of all sincere believers in the mysteries of god- 
liness; who,being long since dead and mouldering in the silence of the sepulchre, 
yet speak with most miraculous organ; and whose works will continue, as a path 
way of light, to direct all those who in singleness of heart and in humility, seek 
the truth in Christ, until the tide of time shall be swallowed up in the ocean of 
eternity.” —p. 377. 


Again, after quoting some remarks of the Rev. Thomas Scott : 


* Mr. Scott is emphatically correct in this statement, that formalism is the deadly 
plague, which, if not stopped, must iniallibly destroy the Anglican Church esta- 
blishment. The resistless proof of this awful fact is inscribed in large and legible 
characters upon the face of her whole history. From that fatal hour when Laud 
first carried her over from the traly Scriptural doctrines of her liturgy, articles, 
and homilies, into nominal Arminianism, but real formalism, she declined rapidly ; 
and other devominations gained ground upon her, in spite of her borrowing, 
with close and bloody imitation of papal Rome, the aid of the secular arm, in 
spite of her persuasive arguments, drawn from the star chamber and from parlia- 
ment, in ihe forms of pillory, scourge, dungeon, and gibbet. 

** Her declension through so long a period, was portentous of her approaching 
dissolution, when, in the reign of George the second, a revival of religion took 
place in England; aud some evangelical clergymen appeared in the establish- 
ment, preaching the great doctrines of the Reformation, from which Laud, like 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had seduced her into the idol- 
atries of popery, and into the blasphemies of Pelagianism. ‘The blessing of God 
has crowned the labours of these faithful men, who, notwithstanding the efforts of 
some modern worthy prelatical followers of Laud, to crush all evangelism in the 
church of England, are increasing ; and are, we pray, and hope, the instruments 
in the hand of Jehovah Jesus, destined to save that venerable church from sinking 
ainiist the ruin and the pollution of formalism. 

“ These evangelical clergy always fill their churches to the overflowing, and 
other denominations make no headway in their parishes; while the formalists 
enjoy the uneaviable privilege of preaching to a beggarly account of empty 
pews ; and of railing, long and loud, against all dissenters, who, by these pro- 
found divines, are al/ stigmatized as Calvinists, this being the present fashionable, 
formal term of reproach against al! serious persons, as that of methodisis, was, a 
few years since ; however varying from each other in faith and doctrine through 
all the shades of difference, from supralapsarianism, down to the modern thread- 
bare tissue of infidelity and impiety, cloaked in its multiplicity of names, whe- 
ther Socinianism, or vnitarianism, or humanitarianism, or necessarianism, and I 
know not how many other isms.”’—pp. 387, 388. 


These remarks on the progress and efliciency of evangelism do not 
show that the church and state must be separated before the*cburch 
can prosper, but rather justify the confidence already expressed, that 
the church wil! prosper and prevail even in its connexion with the 
state, in spite of all state patronage to formality and vice, and of all 

relatical frowns upon evangelical piety. We believe that the church 
of England contains in her formularies the essential doctrines of grace 
—that as a church she does hold forth the true word of God. And we 
cannot, we will not believe that this word shall return void—but that it 
has been sent as a dispensation of mercy, not only to the individuals 
of England, but to the English state, and we expect that it will be found 
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to reform the state, instead of being buried and lost in its manifold 
corruptions. 

The history of this Church, as given by our author, with no such 
intent, justifies this cheering anticipation. ‘The iron hand and bloody 
sword of persecution have been in vain employed to put down evan- 
gelical piety. Once indeed, though not destroyed, it seemed to have 
been utterly cast out of the pale of the establishment : but presently, 
there were perceived even in the state church, the stirrings of the 
unconquerable and conquering word. Worldly men have indeed been 
too generally appointed to her sees and parishes. Even idleness, 
dissipation and vice, have been found no disqualifications for a claim 
to her emoluments, or the service of her sanctuaries : but still there 
has remained the Word which has often subdued the hireling himselt 
to the obedience of faith, and which has been constantly augmenting 
the number of evangelical ministers even to this day : until, at length, 
two confederacies are formed, which are advancing the evangelism of 
the church with a rapidity exceeding even the faith of Newton, Ro- 
maine, Goode and others, whose early labours and prayers had no 
other concert than that which arose incidentally from the Providence 
of God, but which prepared the way for those two confederacies, 
which, with other designs, are rapidly advancing the evangelism of the 
church. We refer to the Bible Society : which, though open to all, 
has received a glorious support from members of the church of En- 
gland—which, though it has been bitterly opposed by many bishops 
and dignitaries, bas astonishingly ranked among its patrons at least 
eleven bishops, whose personal evangelism, and the evangelism 
of whose dioceses it has promoted. This has been the doing of 
eighteen years, in the face of opposition. Another eighteen years 
may show the majority of England’s bishops, and, more probably, of 
England’s clergy, among its zealous and laborious friends. 

We refer also to the Church Missionary Society. This Society is 
now rich in resources, able in management, and grand in enterprise. It 
isdoing much for the heathen. It is also doing much for the church of 
England. It forms a centre around which evangelism rallies ; its 
progress affords a proof of the progressive growth of evangelism eR 
is itself, without any congé d’elire, a bishop in the English church, 
with a larger income, and with a wider supervision, than any bishop, 
and with a greater and holier influence, than all the bishops put to- 
gether. 

Add to these two confederacies, the evangelical press. Must not 
any one see a more powerful operation in favour of evangelism, 
through the Christian Observer, the Christian Guardian, the works of 
Thomas Scott—not to mention a hundred names of modern, and a 
host of widely read ancient evangelical writers of the Episcopal church, 
than in all the influence of her titled and salaried formalists. We trust 
the time is not distant when even formal bishops, and even an unsanc- 
tified throne, shall be compelled “ without hand,” to submit to public 
opinion ; purified, enlightened, and animated by the spirit of the Gos- 
pel. Nay, rather ; when directed by public opinion, which is at once 
the energy and the security of the British constitution, the secular 
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head of the church, will permit to be elected no other than evangelical 
bishops ; and when active piety shall be an indispensable qualification 
for admission to the sacred office in the church of England. In the 
progress of these anticipations the time will come, when the machinery 
of the church will be made to subserve those holy interests, which in 
other times it has aimed to injure and destroy. This, or another 
generation, may see that the word of God has power to employ in 
useful, successful service, the hierarchy of the church of England. 
We repeat, in this view, from our last number, ‘“‘ There is no event 
which we should more sincerely deplore than the downfal of the 
church of England ; nor do we anticipate a higher honour to herself; 
or a more glorious triumph to Christianity ; than her ultimate victory 
over the dignified enemies of her own household.” Hasten on, glo- 
rious day, when bishops, priests and deacons, shal] sacredly employ 
the functions with which Divine Providence has invested them ; and 
when, under their cultivation, the church shall flourish like a garden 
of the Lord; when the king of England shall become officially and 
really a nursing father to the church! 

The American-Anglo church may not have all the advantages for 
promoting evangelical piety which the English state church now abuses, 
and may eventually employ ; but she presents fewer obstructions. 
There is much hostility, it is said, on the part of some American bi- 
shops, while the people are too generally satisfied with the mere for- 
malism of religion. But American bishops have comparatively little 
power ; there is in the church no lay patronage ; and we do not see 
how the opposers of evangelical piety in this country, expect to make 
successful resistance to our aggressor, which assails fearlessly and 
successfully the more frightful array of English formalism. The ef- 
forts which are made at this resistance are not alarming. The oppo- 
sition to the Bible Society, for instance, has proved to be the brand- 
ishing of a scabbard, and not a sword. How the newly imported 
instrument* sent forth perhaps from the grand American armoury, 
will cut and slash, we venture not to predict with certainty ; but we 
feel a satisfactory confidence, that the American Bible Society will 
stand, if the Episcopal church will not help it : that a host of Episco- 
palians will help it, without leave or license ; and that just so much 
of the American Episcopal church as loves not the Bible, and fears its 


* It will readily occur to ouryreaders that we allude to Norris’s pamphlet noticed 
in a succeeding page. Though the “ Christian Guardian” says it “has drepped 
pretty nearly stillborn from the press,” it seems a nurse has been found on this 
side of the Atlantic, to resuscitate this miserable offspring of formalism and infi- 
delity.—On the very first page of the reverend curate’s production he says, “a dis- 
tinguished American” “‘ bewails the accession of popularity that societies there 

in America] hostile to the church!!” “ have derived from inferences” “ drawn 
ee this document [the Earl of Liverpool's speech] which is most studiously pro- 
pagated by American newspapers throughout the United States.” 

Now, who this “ distinguished American” is, we know not, but of this we are 
confident, that no American, “ distinguished” for piety and good sense, would have 
republished Norris’s attack on the Bible Society, had he first read the one half 
of it. Even the printer, it appears, felt some fear lest his character (which we 
believe is every way worthy) should suffer from the use of his name in such &® 
unchristian union, and has wisely left it off the pamphlet. 
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wider circulation, will come to naught, or be overspread with the trwe 
spirit of the Prayer Book. ‘This devout and catholic wish we believe 
is verging to fulfilment. The Book of common Prayer, in spite of 
the formalism of those who exalt it to an equality with the Bible, is 
daily extending its own evangelical influence, and the number of evan- 
gelical bishops and presbyters is surely increasing. ‘There are in the 
American Episcopal Church, bishops devoted to the spread of the 
Gospel, and who use their episcopal oversight, with advantages which 
no parish minister can command. In this dioeess even, where the 
opposition to the Bible Society has been the most unblushing, there 
is an irrepressible elasticity, an unconquerable word, whose move- 
ments, appearing on every side, would baffle an Episcopal Briareus, 
with an hundred eyes and an hundred hands. 


A Respectful Letter ta the Earl of Liverpool, occasioned by the speech 
imputed to his Lordship at the Isle of Thanet Bible Society meeting, 
October 17, 1821. By the Rev. H. H. Norris, M. A. (no imprint.) 


pp. 60. 


Tuis is the title of a pamphlet written by a Clergyman in Lon- 
don, of the name of Norris, who has for many years been a virulent 
opponent and calumniator of that noble institution, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. A coarse edition of this pamphlet having been 
put into circulation in this city (and for what reason is best known to 
its friends) without the usual imprint to designate its publishers, to 
prevent any ill effects which its perusal may be designed to produce 
on the public mind in relation to the Bible cause in this country, it 
is deemed expedient to show the light in which this puny effort is 
viewed in England. 

The following notice of Norris’s work is from ‘‘ the Christian Guar- 
dian and Church of England Magazine,” for September, 1822; a 
work conducted under the superintendence of that pious and distin- 
guished clergyman, the Rev. Leigh Richmond. 

“* This Mr. Norris distinguished himself a few years ago by an attack 
on the Bible Society, and received in consequence so complete an 
answer from the powerful pen of Mr. Dealtry, as might well have 
cautioned him against needlessly resuming the subject. He has, how- 
ever, thought proper to publish this volume, which he has the assur- 
ance tocall a respectful letter. Exclusive of the Author’s immediate 
circle, there can be but one opinion upon the subject. This Letter 
is neither respectful nor decent. For instance, it insinuates, in the 
very title page, that the Speech on which he animadverts is imputed 
to his Lordship: whereas it is a matter of public notoriety, that it was 
actually spoken by his Lordship—that it expresses his Lordship’s 
known and avowed sentiments—sentiments not hastily taken up at the 
impulse of the moment, but which he had long before publicly stated, 
and the previous anunciation of which could not be unknown to one 
so deeply read in the Monthly Extracts of the Bible Society as Mr. 
Norris is. As, however, it may gratify some of our readers, we will 
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just insert a report of his Lordship’s speech from the chair at the fifth 


Anniversary of the Cinque Ports Auxiliary Bible Society, November 
6, 1817; four years, be it remembered, before that on which Mr, N, 
has presumed to animadvert; and will add a note of Lord Castle- 
reagh on the same subject, which is at present painfully interesting 
to our minds. 


In addressing the meeting (which was by far the most numerous since the 
formation of the institution,) his Lordship took a comprehensive view of the 
object and consfilution of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and expressed, 
in the most clear and decided manner, his increased attachment to both. 

The noble President adverted also to the high station which he had the honour 
of holding im the government of the country, and the consequent duty which de- 
volved upon him to maintain inviolate the trust thus reposed in him by his sove- 
reign. With this impression, and with the firm attachment which he entertaia- 
ed to the Established Church, he could not, from a sense of duty, lend his support 
to any society which stood opposed to it. In uniting with the Bible Society, how- 
ever, he conscientiously believed he was supporting the interest of the Established 
Church in particular, and that of Christianity at large. He was a friend to a kin- 
dred Society, because its object was the extension of that Church of which it was 
his happimess to be a member; and he cordially gave his support to the Bible 
Society, because, its operations being unlimited, it could extend itself where the 
other could not; and, by uniting the energies of Christians of all persuasions, it 
was, in fact, carrying the word of life to every nation and every clime. His 
Lordship concluded an able and energetic speeeh, by stating, that his motive for 
supporting the Bible Society, was the same as that assigned by his venerable sove- 
reign, who, on one occasion, expressed the hope, that he should live to see the day, 
when every subject in his realm would be able to read his Bible; and his Lordship, 
acting upon the same principle, hoped the day was fast approaching, when every 
man throughout the whole world would be able to read the Bible, and have it to 
read, in his own language. 

The following letter was then read from the Right Honourable Viscount Cas- 
tlereagh. 

‘ MY DEAR LORD, ‘ Dover Castle, Nov. 6, 1817. 

‘ Having received an invitation from the Committee of the Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety, to attend their Meeting this day at Dover, and having heard that your Lord- 
ship is to preside on that occasion, I request your Lordship to have the goodness 
to express my regret at being prevented, by public business, from attending in 
person, and my willingness to become a member of the Society, as well as my 
wish to promote, by any means in my power, the prosperity of so laudable an 
Institution, 

‘Tam, my dear Lord, 
‘Yours very sincerely, 
‘ CasTLEREAGH. 
‘To the Earl of Liverpool, &c. &c. &c. Dover.’ 

“ The present publication contains little that is new, and less that is 
interesting. A captious irritability and a determination to censure 1s 
every where evinced: there is a good deal of insinuation and inuen- 
do, which intimates a sad want of right moral feelings—a species of 
jesting which is not convenient, and which is very unbecoming In @ 
clergyman. Some assertions are made which compel us to doubt the 
correctness of the author’s memory ; and there is a reference to cer- 
tain circumstances which every friend of the Bartlett’s Buildings So- 
ciety and the Christian Remembrancer would wish to be forgotten. 
We allude especially to the Welsh Bible and the French Testament. 
A more complete failure was never witnessed than that of the Chris- 
tian Remembrancer on the latter subject ; and Mr. Norris makes but 
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a poor return to its conductors for their kind attention to his meagre 
verses, by thus bringing their sins to remembrance. The circum- 
stance, indeed, is not of much importance ; Mr. N.’s volume has drop- 
ped pretty nearly still-born from the press, and we should not have 
thought it worth notice were it not possible that our silence might 
have been misrepresented. 

‘‘ The following remarks, however, of the British Critic, for March 
1813, appear so important as to the general question, that we beg 
leave to recall them to Mr. Norris’s recollection, and with them we 
shall close the present article. 


‘If authority could decide a question perfectly cognizable by common sense, we 
should be inclined to bow to the authority which (very unhappily, we think) op 
ses itself to the Bible Society. Or, if acute and subtle argument could possibly 
make us believe white to be black, we should doubtless be staggered by the logic 
which has (with equal unhappiness) been wasted on this subject. But, as it is, we 
can only lament, and deeply lament, that invincible propeusity to take different 
sides on every question, which breaks out even inthe clearest and plainest con- 
,cerns of human life. 

‘If it be a clear point that Bibles and Testaments, unsophisticated and uncom- 
mented, cannot possibly do harm ; 

‘If it be clear that such a gift cannot be vitiated by the giver ; 

‘If it be certain, that a society selling cheap Bibles and Testaments, and also 
other excellent works on theology, cannot possibly be hurt by having a great 
part of its expense voluntarily borne by another society ; it is and must be clear 
to us— 


‘1. That the Bible Society is a good thing. 

‘2. That it tends to assist, rather than to injure, the excellent Society for promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge. 

‘ Ten thousand volumes of controversy cannot, in our opinion, invalidate these 
plain truths, and therefore of such volumes we take no notice, that we may not 
perplex our readers and ourselves in vain.’ ” 

If this subject should hereafter be considered deserving of further 
attention, ample materials are at hand to show the consideration due 
to aman who ventures, in this enlightened era of the Church, to pre- 
vent the “‘word of God” from ‘“having free course,” and ‘* being 
glorified,” in the salvation of perishing sinners, whose fury against 
the Bible cause has so besotted his reason, that he solemnly declares 
his belief (p. 3) that ‘‘ quietness, peace and love have rarely been as- 
sailed by a confederacy from which all Christian people have more to 
dread, than is threatened by an institution,” whose sole object is to 
circulate the unadulterated Oracles of God. 


Rute lligence. 
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Or all the families which have peopled the globe, no one has acquired 
so much celebrity, through a duration so extended, and in situations so 
varied, as the family of the Patriarch Abraham. At the age of seventy- 
five, this illustrious man, with a divine vocation. and the promise 
of a seed numerous and distinguished beyond all example, voluntaril 
retired from his country, his kindred, and his father’s house. “He 
ie out wee knowing whither he went,” and contrary to the usual course 
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of nature, “there sprang even of one, and him as good as dead, so 
many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and us the sand which is by 
the sea shore innumerable.” This innumerable offspring has produced 
a succession of patriarchs and prophets, of judges and of kings, of 
priests and of apostles, whose reputation has filled the whole earth 
during a series of three thousand and eight hundred years, Their 
history exhibits a nation of a most singular character, and in every 
possible variety of condition, from the extreme of feebleness to the 
plenitude of power—from splendour and affluence the most unbounded, 
down to the lowest state of indigence, misery, and oppression. The 
present character and state of this people, present a remarkable singu- 
larity in the history of mankind. Driven from a country ounce their 
own, they have succeeded in gaining a residence in every country of the 
world. Though dispersed, they still subsist; and though scattered 
abroad in every quarter of the world, they maintain, notwithstanding, a 
bond of union which seems indissoluble. Prohibited in every country 
but the United States from holding real estate, they have, in every age 
and nation since their dispersion, had the skill and address to amass 
personal property to a vast amount; and in conducting the commerce 
of the world, their agencies have been singularly extensive and efficient. 
Whence all this? Why have they not, like other conquered nations, 
insensibly melted away? Why have they not been gradually incorpo- 
rated with their conquerors, till at length they lost their name and other 
characteristic distinctions ? Whence is it that they have survived the 
desolation of their country, the destruction of their capital, and the 
exterminating sword of Roman armies? Whence is it, that during the 
lapse of eighteen centuries, while subjected to the hatred, the execratien, 
and the persecution of all nations, they still exist, and live in the pre- 
sence of their enemies? Is it not of God? And do not these facts 
furnish indubitable evidence of the truth and divine authority of the 
Scriptures in which the state and circumstances of this people, as these 
have been for many ages, and as they are witnessed even at the present 
day, are prophetically and minutely described. 

If the seed of Abraham according to the flesh, has been thus won- 
derfully preserved and distinguished ; if they are still kept separate from 
the rest of mankind, and wherever dispersed present distinctive features 
of body, of habit, and of mind—may we not from the fact of their 
miraculous preservation, most certainly conclude, that the God of their 
fathers still remembers his covenant of mercy, and still cherishes 
thoughts of mercy towards them? And may we not, from the fact of 
their being preserved a distinct people, as certainly conclude, that their 
restoration to the privileges and hopes of the saved by Jesus Christ, 
is designed to illustrate in a peculiar manner the wisdom, and power, 
and goodness of God. 

The natural seed of Abraham shall not always be a dispersed and 
despised, and oppressed people. “ They are beloved, of the Lord, for 
the Fath:rs’ sakes.” He hath spoken good concerning Israel. They 
shall be again restored to the land from which they have been driven, 
and there find a resting place. “ The ransomed of the Lord shall 
return and come to Zion, with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, sorrow and sighing shall 
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flee away.” Such is the declaration of God by his Prophet; and the 
certainty of its accomplishment, in the minute fulfilment of numerous 
predictions respecting their dispersion, oppression, and preservation, as a 
distinct people, we gain the most undoubted assurance. ‘There shall 
come out of Sion the deliverer ; and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob.” 

When the Lord in the plenitude of his mercy thus remembers Israel, 
how great will be the joy among the angels in heaven, and among the 
saints of Jesus both in heaven and on earth? And when collected from 
among the nations, and re-established in their own land, and captivated 
to the obedience of faith, what a fulness of blessings will, through their 
instrumentalities and labours, as missionaries of the Cross, come upon 
the Gentile world-—for, “if the fail of them be the riches of the 
world ; and the diminishing of them, the riches of the Gentiles, how 
much more their fulness? If the casting away of them be the recon- 
ciling of the world ; what shall the recriving of them be but life from 
the dead?” In the conversion of the world, there is much reason to 
conclude, from the view which is given in the word of God, that his 
ancient covenant people, when brought to the acknowledgment of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, will be the most zealous and successful labourers. 
And in reviewing the history of the Church, it will be found, that the 
time when the Gospel was most extensively and rapidly spread; when 
men and nations were in the greatest number converted from idolatry 
to the faith of Jesus and obedience to his Gospel, was the time when the 
ambassadors of Christ, and the missionaries of his Cross, were Jsraelites 
according to the flesh. 

As it respects then the salvation of the Jews, and of the Gentile 
nations who are in darkness, and in the region of the shadow of death, 
without God, and without Christ, and without hope in the world, no 
Christian should feel indifferent. And it is not to be doubted, that in 
every age the hearts of many Christians have been deeply affected on 
their account, and that their desire and prayer for Israel has been, that 
they might be saved. But in order to their conversion to Christianity, 
and submission to Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord, the united, 
and vigorous, and persevering efforts of Christians, according to the 
economy of grace which God hath constituted, seem indispensable ; 
and these, it is a melancholy reflection, have been wanting; and this 
people, to whom originally pertained the adoption, and the glory, and 
the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises, have been suffered, during many ages and generations, to 
remain shrouded in ignorance and unbelief, in the rejection of Christ 
and his Gospel. But the morning of a brighter day for long neglected 
Israel begins to dawn. Though but little, comparatively to what 
should be, and to what would have been, had the Christian world re- 
garded Israel’s restoration, and the glorious results connected with their 
restoration as it ought, has been attempted, and as little comparatively 
done, it is gratifying to reflect that the attention of many Christians, 
both in Europe and America, is turned to this highly interesting sub- 
ject; that their feelings are excited in behalf of the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel ; and that means and efforts are multiplying for their 
sogathering into the fold of the great and good shepherd, Jesus Christ. 
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It is also gratifying to state, what will be more fully detailed in some 
future numbers, that these means and efforts have not been wholly in 
vain; that in proportion to these, has been the success; and that, 
judging from the signs of the times, the period is not far distant, when 
“out of Sion there shall come the deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob.” 

In the year 1796, a number of gentlemen in London turned their 
attention to the state of the Jews, and an attempt was then made to do 
something to promute their conversion. This attempt however failed, 
nor was any other made until the close of 1801. 

At this time the Rev. Joseph Samuel Christian Frederick Frey 
arrived in London on his way to Africa, as a Missionary and Assistant 
to Dr. Vander Kemp. Instead of prosecuting his original design, how- 
ever, he tarried in England, in consequence of an invitation by the 
London Missionary Society, to remain and preach to the Jews. To 
his Jewish brethren, his labours were not wholly in vain. Of these not 
afew, it is hoped, believed in the Lord Jesus Christ to the saving of 
their souls. Inthe year 1808, Mr. Frey, in consequence of some new 
arrangements having been made by that Society, relating especially to 
the establishment of a school for Jewish children, tendered his resigna- 
tion; and united with a few pious individuals in forming a Society 
called * The London Society for promoting Christianity among the 
Jews.” ‘Though the beginning of this Society, for smalluess and insig- 
nificance, may not unaptly be compared to the mustard seed, it has 
already become a large and flourishing tree, and is sending forth its 
branches, and refreshing with its foliage and its fruit many of the out- 
cast sons and daughters of Abraham. 

In 1814, a clause was introduced into the constitution of this latter 
Society, which, in one important respect, changed its character, and 
,disqualified Mr. Frey, not being an Episcopalian, for continuing to 
labour under its patronage and direction. In 1816, he emigrated to this 
country; and from hence may be dated the commencement of a series 
of gradually extending efforts, which it is believed, ander the divine 
blessing, will be attended with happy results, both to those whom these 
efforts more immediately respect, to the Gentile nations, and the church 
of God. 

Soon after Mr. Frey’s arrival, a Society was formed in this city for 
evangelizing the Jews; chiefly by delivering to them stated lectures, 
and furnishing them with suitable tracts. 

(To be continued.) 


PENNSYLVANIA.—Bisce Socteties. 


Tre Young Men’s Western Auxiliary Bible Society celebrated their 
fifth anniversary on the 17th of October, at Pittsburgh, Pa. The 
Society have distributed 243 Bibles and 353 Testaments during the 
past year. From their interesting report, published in the Pittsburgh 
Recorder, we make the following extracts : 


“«« A poor man, with a large family, and who lives but a short dis- 
tance from town, came to his door upon crutches, and begged a Bible 
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from one of your managers, relating as the cause of his extreme po- 
verty, that his house and all his books and property had recently been 
consumed by fire ; and that, from his long sickness and large family, 
he had been unable since to purchase a Bible, which he declared he 
felt extremely anxious again to possess. A Bible was given to him ; 
since which his children have constantly attended a Sabbath school 
in the neighbourhood. A poor woman, a few days ago, solicited a 
Bible for her son, an orphan boy, sixteen years of age, whose thirst 
for knowledge was such, that he bound himself one year to a person, 
who engaged to send him the second year to school. A Bible was 
given to a poor woman, 40 years of age ; and she has since gone to 
a Sabbath school, and learned to read it with tolerable facility, al- 
though when she commenced, a few months ago, she could not spell 
in three letters. Two of your Managers, in alate journey into the 
country, went into the house of a poor black family, which consist- 
ed of an old woman of 60, her son, his wife and six small children. 
They were at breakfast, surrounding a crazy table, which was cover- 
ed only with a little Indian bread, a few apples, and. something like 
tea.— This was all the nourishment their scanty means afforded: yet 
thankfulness and gratitude, peace and contentment, evidently abode 
in this roofless mansion, because it was illuminated by the Spirit of 
God. Religion was here. This was indeed a Bethel; and that God, 
who was unknown to the Athenians, was here worshipped in spirit 
and intruth. An old half-worn Testament, with a few religious tracts, 
constituted the library of this poor, but happy family. The poor man 
lamented that his Testament was so torn and dim as to deprive him 
almost of the felicity of reading ‘ the heavenly tidings,’ in which his 
soul seemed to delight. One of the elegantly printed Testaments of 
the American Bible Society was immediately given him; and he ex- 
pressed his joy and gratitude, by asking in the most humble manner, 
if it would be agreeable to hear him read a chapter. He read audibly 
and distinctly the 7th Chapter of Matthew, and his answers and ex- 
apsceay gave indubitable evidence that ‘he was taught of God.’ 
is faith was so great, and his evidences so bright and shining, that 
Mr. W , on leaving the house, exclaimed in the words of our 
Saviour, ‘I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.’ ” 








—_—_———— 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


Mr. Wa. Goope.t and Mr. Isaac Birp, ordained missionaries, with 
their wives, have recently sailed from this port for Malta, to join the 
Palestine Mission under the patronage of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions. It was expected they would embark 
at New-Haven, but, providentially, our city became the place where 
they took their final leave of their friends and their country, to go 
and preach, at Jerusalem, the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

They arrived here on the 27th of last month, and during. their stay, 
the friends of Missions were highly gratified in the Christian inter- 
course which this opportunity afforded them. The Rev. Messrs. 
Goodell and Bird preached in a number of our churches, and attended 
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several meetings, where we had the privilege of witnessing the faith. 
fulness with which they declared “‘ the whole counsel of God.” On 
Sunday, the Ist inst., they preached in the Murray-street church, and 
in the evening a collection was taken up for the Mission. On Mon- 
day evening they united in the monthly concert of prayer in the Mid- 
die Dutch Church. The Rev. Messrs. Knox, Bird, M‘Auley and 
Cox took parts in the exercises, and Jeremian Everts, Esq. Corres- 
ponding Secretary of the Board, communicated some interesting in- 
formation recently received from the Sandwich Island Mission, re- 
specting the unexampied progress which the native children there 
have made in learning to read, &c. He also mentioned some facts 
respecting the Palestine Mission, some of which will be found in the 
following extract of a letter from the Rev. Mark Wilks inserted ina 
late English publication. 

‘** Our Missionary Society is now regularly organized, and has the 
prospect of considerable support. Among the members of the com- 
mittee are Messrs. Kieffer de Stael, Stapfer, Lutteroth, Pope, Wilder, 
&c. and the pastors of the Reformed and Lutheran Churches. We 
have already commenced our operations, by engaging to support Mr. 
King, as a missionary, for a given period, in Palestine. Mr. King is 
a native of the United States, and has been some time in Paris, for 
the acquisition of the Arabic, which he is destined to teach in the Col- 
lege-of Amherst, on his return to America. The death of Mr. Par- 
sons, the missionary sent out by the American Board of Missions, has 
determined Mr. King to proceed to the Holy Land, that he may con- 
tinue the labours interrupted by the death of Mr. Parsons, and obtain 
a perfect knowledge of colloquial Arabic. Not being able to corres- 
pond with his friends in America, without considerable loss of time, 
the Paris committee has authorised and enabled him to preceed imme- 
diately. He will leave for Marseilles in a few days. 

“One special object of the Society will be to facilitate the acquisi- 
tion of languages by the missionaries of all the various Societies of 
Europe and America. Paris offers peculiar advantages to students. 
The committee will take them under their special protection, and pre- 
serve them from the inconveniences and dangers connected with a 
residence in such acity. The Asiatic Society of Paris, and the British 
Ambassador, have given Mr. King letters to all the consuls and per- 
sons of distinction in the East. A considerable number of pious mi- 
nisters are enroiled in the list of our members.” 

Mr. Everts concluded with an appeal to the good sense and piety 
of the audience in behalf of this mission, showing the encouragement 
which it fairly holds out to the Christian public for an increase of 
prayer and exertion. After the collection, Mr. Goodell concluded 
with prayer. 

On Tuesday afternoon the Missionaries attended the Monthly Union 
Prayer Meeting in the Mariners’ Church. The Rev. Mr. Truair 
presided, and the Rev. Messrs. Patton, Goodell, Baldwin, and Bird 
assisted in the exercises which were such as are usually had on those 
occasions. 

The instructions of the Board were given to the Missionaries on 
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Thursday, the day appointed by our chief magistrate for public 
“ Prayer and Thanksgiving,” in the Presbyterian Church in Cedar- 
street. After asermon by Mr. Bird, the instructions were read, and 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered to a large num- 
ber of the professed followers of Jesus Christ. The Rev. Dr. M-Auley 
delivered an address at the communion, and the whole exercises 
were most solemn and interesting. In the afternoon the Missionaries 
attended the meeting of the Managers of the American Bible Society, 
Mr. Goodell preached in the Mariners’ Church on Sunday morning 
the 8th inst., and before service, visited the Sunday School attached 
to that institution. He addressed the teachers and scholars, and the 
little girls presented to him the contents of their ‘“‘ Missionary Box,” 
kept in the school, amounting to fifty cents, which they desired he 
would appropriate to the purchase of ‘‘ Bibles for the poor children 
where he was going.” 

We have not room to notice the exercises at all the meetings which 
ihey attended. The circumstance of their unexpected visit to this 
place seemed a plain indication that it was a call on Christians here 
to do something to ‘‘ build up the old wastes,” ‘‘ the desolations of 
many generations”’ in the East, and we trust they have, to some ex- 
tent, answered this call. 

The three collections in the churches amounted to about $600: 
the N. Y. Religious Tract Society voted them 5000 English, 5000 
Spanish, and 5000 French Tracts, and many other donations, of arti- 
cles needed by the family, were made by individuals. 

The missionaries embarked on board the Shepherdess on Sunday 
evening, and sailed early on Monday morning with a fair wind. 





For the Christian Herald. 
ORDINATION, &c. 


Ir is one of the characteristics of the people of God, that they pray 
that the waste places of Zion may be built. To such it is always en- 
couraging, to hear when and where God answers their prayers. Such 
encouragement will be afforded by the intelligence which this note 
is intended to communicate. On Sabbath, the 10th November, the 
people of Spotswood and its vicinity, about 8 miles from New-Bruns- 
wick, (N. J.) were blest with the establishment of permanent pulpit 
services among them, by the ordination of Mr. John M‘Clure, and his 
installation as pastor of the Reformed Dutch Church at that place. 
The ordination sermon was preached by the Rev. J. L. Zabrieskie 
of Millstone—the charge to the minister was given by the Rev. I. I. 
Schultz, of Lebanon, and the charge to the people by the Rev. Dr. 
Carmon, of Six Mile Run. After the ordination, the Lord’s Supper 
was administered by the Rev. I. M. Fisher, of Bedminster. The 
services of the day were truly excellent and solemn, and attended by 
a considerable number of spectators, which would have been more 
0, had not the weather in the morning promised unfavourably. We 
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cannot but congratulate the people of Spotswood, on the happy event 
of enjoying the public institutions of the Gospel from this gentleman, and 
the Rev Mr. Ward, of the Episcopal Church ; and ardently hope, that 
they will be eminently successful in doing good, throughout that whole 
region of country, hitherto almost entirely a moral waste. Z. 


— 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


ABOUT two years ago, a revival commenced in Lime, N.H., since which, more 
than 130 have been united to the Church of Christ. “ More than 30 domestic 
altars have been erected, where before there was no morning and evening prayers 
Twenty-eight husbands, with their wives, have come forward and united with the 
professed friends of Zion. Forty-three unmarried persons have avouched the 
Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to be their God, im the public 
assembly.” . 

Let us call the attention of the reader to the following remarks of the Rev. 
Mr. Perry, who communicated an account of this work of grace to the Editor of 
the N. H. Repository. 


“In reviewing the interesting scenes through which I have passed,” says Mr. 
Perry, “I remark, 

“1. That private Christians have done much to promote the work. An idea 
has been prevalent that ministers are the only men who can do any thing to pro- 
mote a revival. The truth cannot be too forcibly impressed, that the efforts of 
none can avail without the divine blessing ; but with it, private Christians may 
be encouraged to labour as well as others. 

“ By visiting from house to house; by personal conversation ; by prayers and 
exhortations offered in the social circle, and in religious meetings ; private 
Christians have done mucH, VERY MUCH to advance the cause of the Redeemer 
in this place. And by their fidelity and efforts in these various ways, many of 
them have made rapid and very desirable attainments in knowledge and jn grace. 

‘“* It is believed also that females have afforded very important aid in this good 
cause. Among themselves, they have had many meetings for prayer and religious 
conversation ; and in a more private manner by their domestic influence and 
seasonable remarks to others, especially to their own sex, it is believed that a 
great sum of good has been the result. We trust they will be recognized in the 
world to come as helpers and fellow heirs with those who will inherit the pro- 
mises ; and that their devotedness to Christ, and exertions in his cause will be 
richly rewarded. The time no doubt is coming, we hope it is near, when every 
‘friend of Emanuel, whether man, woman, or child, will be actively engaged in 
every consistent way to advance the cause of truth, and extend the best interests 
of man 

“2 The favourite infidel argument, that men of influence and strength of 
mind are not found to embrace religion, appears weak in view of what God hes 
dene for us. Many of our most respectable and influential citizens, have stood 
forth as active and decided’ friends of Christ. Their example and efforts have 
contributed not a little to promote the welfare of immortal souls. 

“3. The beneficial effects of a revival have been strikingly exhibited in this 
place. Every candid man, and, perhaps, even the most bitter opposers of re- 
ligion, -will acknowledge that there has been a great moral change in the habits 
and pursuits of this people. Almost every thing around us has assumed a new 
aspect. The Spirit of God has changed the scene of festivity and amusement, 
to a place of prayer ; the thoughtlessness of youth to the serious reflections of 
manhood ; and the resort of dissipation.and boisterous mirth to a place of 50- 
briety and temperance. Many of our youth have found, that the giddy circle of 
folly is not the best place in which to spend the precious hours ef time, and that 
the rude and gay associate is not the most desirable companion. And those © 
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wiper years have learned, that the conference and the prayer meeting are better 

places for enjoyment than the house of festivity, aud the habitation of merriment.” 

** Who can say that religion does not make men happy, even in this world ?” 
Extract of a Letter from a Clergyman to the Editor of the Christian Herald. 

* Since July last, I have spent my time principally in different parts of New- 
Jersey, and in Bucks County, Pennsylvania In almost every place where I 
have been I have witnessed the operations of the Holy Spirit. In the church at 
Deerfield, West New-Jersey, a work of Divine grace has lately commenced. 
There are about 30 or 40 anxious inquirers, and the work is progressing. In 
Bucks County, Pa., the churches at Newtown, Neshaminy, Doylestown, and 
New Hope, have been visited. At Newtown 43 have been added to the church, 
at the late communion ; at Neshaminy 79; At Doylestown upwards of 50. At 
Mansfield, N. J. a work has commenced. At Hackettstown 30 were added last 
Sabbath. The work has just commenced, and is rapidly and powerfully pro- 
gressing. ‘The churches at German Valley, Fox Hill, Lebanon, Lamington, and 
Bedminster, have been visited ; and in most, 1f not all of them, the work is still 
going on. 1 do not know how many have been admitied to the communion of 
these churches. At Somerville the work has been the most extensive ; upwards 
of 60 were added at the first communion, and at the second 145. At Bound Brook 
more than 50 have been added at each communion. At Baskingridge there are 
supposed to be 200 anxiously concerned; and I am informed that Rockaway, 
Morristown, and Chatham, are likewise visited with these gracious showers. 
The set time to favour Zion has now come.” 

A powerful revival has commenced in Dickinson College, Pa. The Church un- 
der the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Duffield, has also been greatly favoured 
with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. At present we decline giving particulars 


SUMMARY. 


Tue Rev. Dr. Sprine, arrived in this city on Saturday evening. His health 
has been considerably improved by his voyage to Europe. 

The Rev. Mr. Frey, as agent for the “ American Society for meliorating the 
condition of the Jews,” has formed about one hundred auxiliaries in the New- 
England States, and the northern part of this state. He has now commenced a 
tour to the southward, with the same objects in view. 

Episcopal Missionary Society. The anniversary Sermon was preached in Trinity 
Church, on Thursday evening, by the Rev. Manton Eastsury, and a collection 
taken up amounting to $118. 

Burman Mission. Many of our readers are interested in this mission. Mr. 
Judson, the first missionary to this empire under the patronage of the American 
Board of Baptist Missions, has acquired a thorough knowledge of the language, 
and translated a considerable part of the New Testament, which is now printed 
and circulated among the natives Several native converts have formed a Chris- 
tian Church, and conduct themselves consistently with their professions. Mrs. 
Judson was obliged to take a voyage for the benefit of her health ; and while in 
England, she proposed to the friends of missions there to raise about $4,000, to 
purchase twenty-five female orphan slaves, for the purpose of commencing in- 
struction among the females of Burmah. Female education forms no part of the 
system of the Burmans, and the above plan is the only one by which the work of 
instruction can be commenced and carried on, with any prospect of success, among 
the females of that immense empire. The expense of supporting the children 
when redeemed, will be about $340 per annum. This expense, after the first four 


years, may be nearly defrayed by the children themselves, through their acquired 
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habits of industry. Mrs. Judson is now in this country, for the farther improve- 
ment of her health, and we hope this excellent plan of hers will meet with en- 
couragement and support from the friends of missions in America. Should she 
be spared to return to the interesting scene of her former labours, we hope she 
may go with arenewed assurance that she will be followed with the contributions 
and prayers of many Christians. 

Recent intelligence from Mr. Judson informs us that he is at present entirely 
occupied in translations, as the prosecution of Moung Shwagnong, a hopeful 
convert, “struck a fatal blow to all religious inquiry’ He was, however, fully 
persuaded, that the way would soon be opened for the establishment of true reli- 
gion in that country. 

* Donations for the Baptist Missions may be sent to Twomas Stoxes, Esq,, 
Treasurer, No. 155 Broadway, New- York. 

Heathen Females. A Society has been organized at Boston for the ‘ Instruc- 
tion of Heathen Females,” by ladies of the Baptist denomination in that city, 
On this occasion, Mrs. Judson presented an address to “ Females in America,” in 
which she depicts the wretched situation of heathen females in the East. Mrs. J. 
pleads with her countrywomen, “by all the tender feelings of which the female 
mind is susceptible, by all the privileges and blessings resulting from the cultiva- 
tion and expansion uf the human mind, by our duty. to God and our fellow-crea- 
tures, and by the blood and groans of Him who died on Calvary,” “ to meliorate 
the situation, to instruct, enlighten and save females in the eastern world.” 

Synod of Ohio. In reporting the state of religion within the bounds of this 
Synod, it is mentioned, that in two or three towns there have been revivals of re- 
ligion—in congregations destitute of stated pastors, the elders, and other mem- 
bers of the churches, have kept up meetings ; and in some instances, their efforts 
have been attended with encouraging success. Incipient measures have been 
taken by this Synod, and the Synod of Pittsburgh, to unite with the Synod of 
Kentucky in establishing a Theological Seminary in the West. 

Synod of Pitisburgh. This Synod have recently published a narrative of the 
state of religion within their bounds, which, amidst some causes for regret and hu- 
mility, exhibits a state of things, on the whole, most encouraging Pastoral visit- 
ation has been more attended to than formerly, and, as might be expected, family 
religion has much improved Revivals of religion have been powerful in a few 
places, and the Presbytery of Hartford is particularly noticed “ Bible, Missionary 
and Education Societies, as well as Sabbath Schools, Bible Classes, and Praying 
Societies, have very considerably increased in number, public estimation, and 
general utility ;” and the additions to the churches have been greater than in any 
former year. 

Sandwich Islands. The family intended as a reinforcement to the mission at 


those Islands, sailed from New-Haven, on the 20th of last month, in the ship 
Thames, Captain Closby. 


The Jews. The history of the “ American Society for meliorating the condition 
of the Jews,” commenced in this number, will be continued, and the operations of 
the Society, and the success of Christian labours in behalf of the “ covenant peo- 
ple,” in various parts of the world, will be particularly noticed in our future num- 
bers. 


Diep, at Cox’s Bazar, Bengal, July 4, 1822, Rev. James Corman, American 
Baptist Missionary at Chittagong 
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He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they [sailors } 
glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. Psa/ms. 
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SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE GOSPEL AMONG SEA- 


MEN. 
Ar a very full meeting of the Board of Directors on Friday evening the 29th 
ult. the Rev. Jonn Truatrr, Minister of the Mariner’s Church, laid before them 


the following report, which we feel assured will deeply interest every friend of 
seamen, and every friend to Christ’s Kingdom. 


GexTLEMEN,—On the business which your committee appointed me, of visiting 
the eastern states, | left the city on the 25th of July and proceeded directly to New 
Haven, where I was kindly and cordially received by many friends, who highly 
approved of the object of my mission. It, however, appeared that the commit- 
tee had misjudged in regard to the kind of preaching which would be necessary 
to gain the object I had in view ; and a gentleman of that city kindly advised me 
to alter at once, if I meant to enlist the feelings of the people of New-England ; 
and to preach distinctly on the subject of seamen. I resolved, therefore, to turn 
my thoughts immediately towards the conversion of seamen, and the various other 
subjects, interesting to the church of God, with which that conversion is imme- 
diately or more remotely connected ; and | think [ have found it not altogether 
an unprofitable employment for my own mind. It was thought by some gentle- 
men of that city, that a sermon on the subject of seamen, would have made a 
material difference in the collection taken up. Ispent a few days here, attended 
a number of meetings ; and one, especially interesting, was a meeting for sea- 
men holden on board the steam boat. It was judged that there were from four 
to five hundred who attended it. It was a very solemn meeting, and I judged it 
to be interesting to them from the profound attention which was paid to every 
part of the exercises of the evening ; probably this meeting will not soon be for- 
gotten. It was thought best for me to visit New-Haven again, on the same busi- 
ness, at some future period ; and in a sermon for the purpose, lay the whole 
claims of seamen before them, that they might see the bearings of the object to 
which this charity was given. The same request was also made at Hartford, where 
I was able to accomplish nothing for seamen, as at the time, the ground was pre 
viously occupied for another object. 

On my way to Hartford, I called at Middletown, where I obtained a good col- 
jection for the time and notice which was given them, as I was able only to give 
them a call on a week day. Here I found some good friends to the seamen’s 
cause, who I think will do more for their salvation, when the knowledge of the 
way of doing it becomes more prevalent. Those are the only towns which I visit- 
ed in Connecticut. From Hartford I went to Providence, where I found some 
warm-hearted friends to the cause of seamen, and many cold-hearted calculators, 
who seemed little concerned about any thing but to know who would show them 
some earthly good. It was with some difficulty that I could get a house to preach 
in, where I might be allowed to take up a collection for the benefit of sailors ; 
and a place to hold a Bethe! meeting could not be obtained ; and we were obliged 
to abandon the attempt altogether. The friends of seamen, however, at last suc- 
ceeded in getting a house, with the privilege of a collection; and I trust a divine 
blessing will rest on the congregation who gave it, and on the individuals who 
enlisted themselves in the cause which is so important to the Christian world. [| 
have been informed that they have established meetings for seamen in Providence 
since I left them ; if this be a fact, and I trust that it is, it will be evident that 
the labours even in that place for the cause of seamen, have not been altogether 
‘in vain. J think, without a question, that the society may safely calculate on 
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some firm friends in Providence, the number of whom will doubtless increas: 
when the object shall be better known. The collection in Providence was not 
large, but it was such as they considered respectable for them. 

Aiter leaving Providence, I visited three or four other towns between that 
place: and Boston. In most of them I found frieuds to the society, and some 
very firin ones, who would do any thing for it in their power: But the complaint 
I mei with every where, was a general dearth of money, and that I could not 
have selected a worse time on all “accounts ; and particularly as Mr. Frey had 
just been over the ground before me for the American Society for meliorating 
the condition of the Jews, and for his church in New-York. There was one 
piace in this section of country, which had some shipping, and presented the 
appearance of some wealth, where I could not get even a hearing in behalf of 
the seamen. They, however, blessed the society with good wishes, and the 
seamen with “be ye warmed, and be ye clothed,” and saved without our aid, 
as we have nothing to spare. Such charity, | thought, would not be likely to 
turi many to righteousness, or become very ornamental stars in their crown in 
the day of the Lord: so I left them and went on my way, to seek other and 
better friends to seamen in other parts of the land. In Boston I was very cordi- 
ally received, although with many doubts as to success in my object. The sug. 
gestion was, that the New-York society was local; at least that it was so in its 
name, if it did not design to be so in its operations: and besides, they had an 
institution of their own for seamen, which they must support. From these con- 
siderations it was doubtful whether much, if any thing, could be obtained for 
me. Some even doubted the propriety of making any attempt: but on applica- 
tion to some friends, | very readily gained permission to lay the subject be- 
fore the people, and the assurance of all the assistance which individual in- 
fluence could give to the object. The result of the experiment, most conclu 
sively proved, that the subject had been but partially viewed ; and the collec- 
tion exceeded all their expectations. The collection for Boston was taken up in 
two churches, one of the Congregational and one of the Baptist ; and these were 
al! co which [ could have access on the subject of seamen, because the condition 
of that subject was a collection. I attended also a Bethel Union prayer meeting 
on board a vessel, which was pretty well attended. The attention to the word 
of exhortation was good; but at the same time, there was more disturbance 
about the docks, and on board the vessels lying near by, than was desirable to 
make it altogether pleasant. I trust, however, that the meeting was attended 
with some good results. The brother who labours with the seamen in that city a 
part of his time, assured me that this was not a good specimen of their meetings, 
as they were generally very orderly. ‘ Besides these, I attended a number of 
other meetings in Boston, which were, on some accounts, pleasant. In some of 
them there seemed to be a degree of anxiety about the souls of men :—some 
fear of displeasing the enemies of religion :—some willingness to do any thing 
for Christ and the honour of his cause in the world,—and some things which 
looked like the beginning of an outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the peo- 
ple. LI had many solicitations to spend a few weeks with them; but I judged 
on the whole that it was not my duty ; whether | judged correctly I cannot tell.— 
During my stay at Boston, I rode out to Dorchester, one Tuesday evening, and 
preached about the conversion of sailors ; and the congregation of Dr. Codman 
gave mea collection, which, taking all things into the account, was one of the best 
on my whole tour. I made trial to do something for the society at Charlestown, 
but without success, as they refused to give me a hearing but upon the condition 
that 1 should not attempt a collection; and as this was a condition with 
which | would not comply, | did not preach to them at all: I, however, attended 
one little evening meeting, with a handful of the brethren, and tried to urge upon 
them their duty in regard to revivals of religion, and the general interests ol 
Christ’s Kingdom inthe world. At Cambridge, | was repeatedly advertised that 
nothing could be done; and hearing to the advice of friends, who were supposed 

to know better than myself, I made no attempt in that place. 

From Boston I went to Salem, where I found warm friends to the cause of 
Christ and of seamen. They gave me a handsome collection, and I have no doubt, 
but they will offer up many prayers for your success among seamen. Here too 
was some appearances of seriousness ; and a union prayer meeting has been es 
tablished, as well as in Boston, and other places. The seamen have without 
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doubt some most firm friends in this place, who will do all in their power for their 
salvation. The day after the collection I received two five dollar notes, sent by 
two gentlemen, who felt for seamen so much after hearing, that at the collection a 
they could not do according to their desires. On the whole, | found many plea- 
sant things in this place. From Salem, I went on, and visited Newburyport, 
Portsmouth, Dover and Portland: but it would be unnecessary to particularize 
on each of them, as there was nothing very striking or singular, more than the 4 
common displays of the human character. I found, indeed, friends to seamen in 
all of them, who were willing to give of their prayers, and of their substance, for 
their salvation. In Portland, particularly, | found excellent friends, and for a 
week day, and considering the unpleasantness of the evening on which I preach- 
ed, I consider the collection obtained there an expression of much feeling for 
the salvation of seamen. But in Pembroke, I should think, was one of the most 
striking exhibitions of feeling for sailors, that | have witnessed in my whole tour. 
Their collection will tell, when it is considered that it is only a country town, and 
the same congregation had given collections three successive days for different 
objects. For this reason a formal collection could not be allowed, as it would 
seem like crowding the people beyond reasonable bounds: a box, therefore, was 
placed on the communion table, and one holden at the door, after sermon, and 
the collection for this town was put inthem. During the sermon there was much 
feeling exhibited, and as it was the time of the session of the general association 
of New-Hampshire, so there were ministers from all parts of the state, and I have 
no doubt, that many prayers for the salvation of seamen will be the effect of that 
meeting ; but what its final results will be, the day of judgment and eternity must 
tell. I found also friends to your society in Concord, as their little donation will 
tell, in connexion with the fact, that a number of the good people of Concord were id 
at Pembroke, to make a part in the general interest of that place, as well as in its 
donation after the burden of three days’ drawing on them for money for various 
charities. | 
From Concord I went to Hanover, where I found friends who were willing to 
contribute to your aid, as I also did at Lyme. The collections in these towns will ij 
be considered very good ones by those who are acquainted with their situations 
The students at Hanover, were mostly away from the college, it being vacation Hq 
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and it is but a little while, as | was informed, since the people of that place began f 
to think that they had any thing to do for charities abroad. Two professors of ui 
the College in this place, suggested the propriety and expediency of converting b 
the society for promoting the Gospel among seamen in the Port of New-York, if 


into a kind of national institution, answering, in some respects at least, to the a 
* British and Foreign seamen’s friend society and Bethel Union,” instead of re- 
sembling as it now does, only the. ‘‘ Port of London society,” and also of having 
auxiliaries formed to it throughout the country. They were of the opinion that 
this measure would remove every objection made against the society, or its ope- 

rations, in its present form; and greatly facilitate the object which it has in 

view. As the same subject was repeatedly suggested to me, and as the inquiry 

was often made, whether I could not form auxiliaries to the society in New- 

York, I felt it my duty to notice the fact, and for that end I have incorporated 

these thoughts with the details of this report.* 


— 


* The second article of the constitution of this Society is as follows : “ Its object 
shall be to furnish sEamEN with the means of intellectual and religious improve- 
ment ;’’ and there is nothing in either the charter, or constitution, which con- 
fines its operations or exertions especially to this Port. There is nothing which } 
forbids the election of directors residing out of the city of New-York, or the for- 1 
mation of auxiliaries in any part of the country, or employing Missionaries to ‘ 
labour among seamen in any part of the world, or establishing schools for the 
instruction of seamen, in literature, navigation or other sciences. Again, the 
society have held a correspondence with societies and individuals in various parts 
of our own, and other countries, setting forth the necessity of active exertion 
f for the souls of seamen. The friends of seamen have opened places of worship 
: for them in Philadelphia, Boston, Charleston, (S.C.) and other places, and it is 
o believed that this society has exerted a favourable influence in their labours 
But if the labours of this society have been limited, it is the fault of the public t 
t mm not affording the means, and is not to be charged to the aceonnt of lecal or, 
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I next went into Vermont. In that state | visited a number of towns: But 
the principal places where much was done by way of pecuniary aid for your so- 
ciety were Middlebury and Montpelier, as will be seen by the list of donations 
The collection at Middlebury was probably not as large as it would have been, 
could they have had more timely notice of my visit to them: but as it was, it 
must be considered as an expression of the feelings of warm-hearted friends to 
the institution and the general conversion of sailors to the religion of Christ. I 
was induced to visit Montpelier at the time I did, from the fact that the Legisla- 
ture was then in session, and consequently I could have the opportunity of laying 
the claims of seamen before a number of gentlemen from various parts of the 
state. And their collection will show that the appeal was not made in vain. In 
ene little town, of few and scattering inhabitants, | preached an evening lecture 
at a school-house, on the importance of the salvation of seamen; and the next 
morning a poor woman in the neighbourhood, wishing to do something towards 
their conversion, sent me as the best thing she could do, a little bag of mustard- 
seed, which I now present to the board* with the hope, that by some wise counsel, 
and liberal design, it may be turned to some good account. At another place, 
the morning after preaching, just as | had left my lodgings, a man met n:e who 
said he was coming down to see me before I left, for he wished to do more than 
he was able to do last night, and remarked if I would stop a moment against the 
store just before me, he would try to do a little more. In the mean-time he told 
me that he was the son of a sailor, and that he knew the things which I had stated 
concerning them were true. On coming to the proposed spot, he ran to a friend 
who at that moment came down another street, and borrowed a dollar, and gave it 
to me saying, “ what is a dollar ?’’ He pronounced many blessings on the society, 
and prayed God to bless every effort they should make to save poor sailors, and 
left me to go on my way. As I was on my way home, I called and took a collec- 
tion at Salem, Lansingburgh and Waterford in this state, in each of which I found 
friends to the institution, who appeared to feel much for your prosperity in the 
great work of bringing seamen to the knowledge of the truth. 

Before I conclude, I feel it my duty to say to the board, that in every place 
which [ have visited, | have found some who appear deeply to feel the import- 
ance of the salvation of seamen, and who are most decidedly friendly to the so- 
ciety : and also that I consider it not among the least of the benefits which will 
result to the society from this tour, that they will be prayed for, and the salvation 
of seamen will be prayed for tenfold, if not an hundredfold more than either 
were before. The seamen have almost been forgotten in the prayers of Chris- 
tians ; and to pray for them has been one part of Christian duty which I have 
particularly endeavoured to impress on the public mind ; and I trust not altoge- 
ther without effect. One minister, after | had preached, rose to make a few re- 
marks to his people before the collection was taken, and prefaced them with the 
words of Pharoah’s butler concerning Joseph, whom he had long forgotten, I do 
remember my faults this day. It isnow a fact that seamen begin tobe remembered 
in some of the monthly concerts. But still to the church generally, notwithstand- 
ing the immense importance of their conversion, seamen are even in her prayers, 
“as a dead man out of mind;"’ and I am greatly fearful, that it is even so in this 
city, notwithstanding all which has been done in the midst of it. The subject is 
not generally understood ; but from what I have seen and heard, I am fully con- 
vinced that if it were properly placed before the public mind, there are not more 
than one or two subjects now before it which would command such universal at- 
tention, or more liberal support. I think it also an immensely important object 
in attaining the ends of the society, that a proper person who shall understand 





sectarian feeling. The society is composed of persons of various denominations, 
who labour together in the most perfect harmony ; and the church under their 
superintendence is open for all denominations of Christians. It is under the di- 
rection of no ecclesiastical judicatory, and furnishes a ground on which all who 
love the Saviour may unite heart and hand in extending the knowledge of his 
name. There is no good reason why Christians in any part of our country, who 
feel for the souls of seamen, and have the means, should not aid this society, 
tince its very location commends it as the most important institution in the 
Union, “ for promoting the Gospel among Seamen,” in all parts of the world 
© See next Page. Editor 
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the subject, and possess the requisite qualifications, be sent through the churches 
as soon as may be, to lay the subject before them, and stir them up to the duty of 
prayer and action for the salvation of seamen. Then a few individuals will not 
have to act alone in the great work; and when in its individual and relative im- 
portance itis brought before the mind, that Christian must be twice dead who 
will not act in view of it. 

Gentlemen, | was absent on your business about fourteen weeks ; travelled about 
fourteen hundred miles ;—preached about sixty or sixty-two times :—attended 
about twenty or thirty other meetings ;—and collected in all not far from six hun- 
dred and eighty two dollars ; but the annexed detail will show the exact amount 
with which I close this report. 

JOHN TRUAIR. 

New- York, November 29th, 1822. 


A list of places where money was collected by the Rev. Joun Truatr, for the benefit 
of “ the society for promoting the Gospel among seamen” inthe Port of New- 
York, from July 25th to Oct. 31s, 1822, with the sums contrib uted. 


Connecticut. Vermont. 
New-Haven - - - - - § 5092 Westford - - - - - - § 447 
Middletown- - - - - - - 3059 St. Albans - - - - - - - 712 
Rhode Island. Cambridge - - - - - - - 9 08 
Providence - - - - - - - 2400 Shelburn - - - - - - - 200 
Warren - - - - - - = = 8 48 Charlotte - - - - - + - 230 
Newport- - - - - - - - 11 28 Vergennes - - - - - - - 2 88 
Massachusetts. Middlebury - - - - - + 26 35 
New-Bedford - - - - - - 8 32 Cornwall - - - - - - - 2S 
Dorchester - - - - - - += 28 45 New-Haven- - - - - - - 8 &8 
Boston - - - - - - - - 8000 Himesburgh- - - - - - - 274 
Salem - - - - - - - + 48 10 Burlington - - - - - - - 65 00 
Newburyport - - - - - - 25 00 Williston - - - - - - - 538 
New-Hampshire. Montpelier - - - - - - - 50 34 
Pembroke - - - - - - - 83019 Jericho - - - - - - - - 3 @&® 
Portsmouth- - - - - - 1207 New- York. 
Dover - - - - = + + = 1767 Salem - - - - - - - - 3187 
Concord- - - - - = - - 2600 Waterford - - - - - - - 1468 
Hanover- - - - - - - - 33 66 Lansingburgh - - - - - - 16 2% 
Lyme- - - - - += = = - 1000 A few friends in various places- 9 25 
Maine 
Portland- - - - - - - 47 56 
TNO 


THE BAG OF MUSTARD SEED. 


This donation of ‘‘ mustard seed” made by the poor woman mentioned in Mr. 
Truair’s report, was purchased of the Society by some of the members of the 
Board for three dollars, to present to the missionaries about to sail for Palestine, 
as a pledge of their Christian regard and prayers for their happiness and success 
The next day the circumstance was mentioned to a few friends, and several dol- 
lars more were added to the value of their donation. On Sunday evening, after 
sermon, Mr. Truair mentioned several facts relating to the interest which people 
in the country, where he had been travelling, had taken in the Sailor’s cause, and 
concluded with this anecdote: Twelve dollars were left in the plates at the doors 
by those who felt a desire to have a remembrance in the prayers of the Missiona- 
ries, and to aid the Mariners’ Church. On Tuesday, at the Union Prayer Meet- 
ing, this incident was again related, and a further interest of nine dollars was tak- 
€n in this present. The amount now received for the poor woman’s “ two mites,” 
's about thirty-two dollars ; “surely she of her penury, bath cast in more than 
they all.” The Mustard Seed has been divided into three parts, one of which 
was presented to the Missionaries, to be sown in Palestine—another part is to be 
Sent to them at some future day, and the other part will remain here to be culti- 
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vated. This “indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the 


greatest among herbs, and becomes a tree that birds of the air come and lodge 
in the branches thereof.” 


Should any Christian friend desire an interest in this present to the Palestine 
Missionaries, and thus aid the poor sailor's cause, donations will be received by 
R. Davenport Esq. Treasurer, corner of Peck Slip and Front-st. Rev. Jons 
Iruair, No. 129 Cherry-st. or at this office. 


JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG. 


Ir is with no ordinary degree of pleasure and gratitude that we resume the 
subject allotted to this head of our work. The Bethel meetings were suspended 
during the late calamity, but they have reopened with great interest and attention. 
The remarks of “ A Landsman,” received some time ago, will not inaptly intro- 
duce our journal 

“We have” says he, “reason to believe that many have hopefully become 
converted to Christ through the instrumentality of meetings held for the use 
of seamen: and it is the language of many Captains, that since the Mariners’ 
Cuurcn has been opened, Bethel meetings instituted, and Bibles distributed, 
that seamen are more regular, more attentive to duty, and are better seamen. 
Thus, then, the interest of the mercantile community is deeply involved in the 
success of the Mariners’ Church; and it is sincerely to be hoped that they 
will show themselves not unmindful of this fact, and will solicit the Bethel flag 
to adorn the mast head of their vessels—whilst the prayer of the pious is lifted to 
the mercy seat for the safety and salvation of the crew. Nay, will not forget that 
this institution, so happy in its results, and so honourable to our city, needs both 
the personal influence, and the pecuniary assistance, of the Merchant, to render 
its success as triumphant as we are assured it one day must be. But here I can- 
not for a moment harbour any other feeling then that the Christian community 
will evince an increasing anxiety for the salvation of seamen—for they doubtless 
are to be greatly instrumental in the general diffusion of the Gospel—Since, as 
they go from continent to continent, and from kingdom to kingdom, if pious 
they will carry an argument in point, in favour of religion, and they will exert 
an immediate influence upon a class of society at present out of the reach of 
the Missionary's voice and labours. Hoping to hear, from time to time, more of 
these meetings, through the instrumentality of your publication, permit me te 
assure you of the deep interest which I feel in the success of the Bethel flag.” 

(To be Continued.) 


Notices and Acknowledgments. 


‘“ B.;” “ Conversion of Nancy Fox;” plan for ‘‘ Pastoral Libraries ;” “‘ Encou- 
ragement to praying mothers and pious servants,” are received. 

We have received two or three communications respecting ‘‘ The New-York So- 
ciety for promoting Communities of the best sort,” but as we do not remember 
having seen the constitution of a society bearing that name, and are not acquaint- 
ed with either its plan or principles, we must decline publishing these notices. 

We will thank our correspondent for a copy of the constitution, or a definite 
statement of the objects of the society. The objects of the society in Paris, as 
expressed in the rules he has quoted, appear to be good, but we have not room 
for them at present. 

We have received accounts of the anniversary of the Seamen’s Friend Society 
and Bethel Union in London, which are highly interesting, and will be noticed in 
our next. 

The New-York Bethel Union will celebrate their Anniversary on the last day 
of this year. (Particulars in our next.) 

‘“« Z.’s" second communication came too late to meet his wishes» 
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